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Lesson for June 2 in this issue 


Lesson 9.—Brothers Divided (Temperance). 
Genesis 25:27-34; 27 and 28. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
“This Is My Body . . . Broken for You” 398 

How To Avoid Being a Missionary Cas- 
ualty. By Florence Cavender 
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Philadelphia Area Sunday School 
ference 

Sensational Series Coming ‘in the Next 
Quarter (Announcement) : 

International Uniform Lesson , 403-409 

Nuggets for Your Temperance Teaching. 
By Helen G. H. Estelle ...... 

Children—Gifts for Mother. By Doris Til- 





‘Con- 
401 


ton Sampson 409 
With the New Books .. v 410 
C.E. Topic—Slaves to Appetite. ‘By “John 

W. Lane, Jr. . 411 


For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. 


“Like a Tree” 
By Effie Smith Ely 
66 E SHALL be like a tree,” sang 
H the psalmist of old, 
When the happy state of the righteous 


he told— 
A tree by the riverside standing bold. 


As from hidden springs the hardy tree 

Draws life and freshness, O God, may 
it be 

That our souls shall draw beauty and 
strength from Thee! 


Like a tree which gladdens the earth 
with shade, 

Whose fuitage is sound and whose leaf 
shall not fade, 

Let our lives forever a blessing be made! 


As the tree towers steadfast, unyielding 
still, 

When _ storm-winds 
field and hill, 

May our souls be grounded firm in Thy 
will! 


sweep wild over 


“ 
The Importance of Death 


Death is ever close at hand. Most 
men do not like to think of it but can- 
not avoid it. It is called the “king of 
terrors” (Job 18:14). “It is appointed 


unto men once to die” (Heb. 9:27), and 
almost without exception this rule has 
been in effect since the Fall and will 
be until the Rapture when living be- 
lievers will escape it. 


Men try to hide 


it with the embalmer’s art, beautiful 
flowers, and comforting words; but it 
is a terrible thing to see the approach 
of death in the body of a loved one, and 
the Scripture says, “The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 
15:26). The fear of it is one of the 
strongest motives that move men, 
though love of family, friends, and 
country may give courage to choose it 
rather than life. Men will do almost 
anything to avoid it, and a ruler who 
has the power of life and death can 
move men like pawns. When we see 
fire engines, police emergency patrols, 
and ambulances racing through the city 
streets, with other traffic pulling to the 
side to let them pass, and hear their 


sirens rising above city noises, all this . 


should remind us that men agree that 
life must’ be saved at all costs. The 
policeman’s last resort is his pistol, 
which holds death in its revolving 
chamber. The staffs and equipment of 
hospitals are organized to defeat death 
and preserve life. All this has to do 
with physical, earthly, temporal life. 
Even this is surrounded with mystery, 
for no one can create it, restore it when 
it is gone, or exactly define it. Death 
sets forth in bold relief against the dark 
canvas of this world’s history the brave 
deeds of men and women, like light- 
ning or a comet against the night sky. 
Martyrs are remembered because of 
their spectacular deaths; for example, 
John and Betty Stam of the China In- 


land Mission, killed by the Communists 
on December 8, 1934; the three Freds 
of the Unevangelized Fields Mission, 
killed by Indians in Brazil in 1935; the 
five missionaries in Ecuador, killed by 
the Aucas on January 8, 1956. Probably 
none of these would have been so well 
known if their lives had been saved. 
This fact emphasizes the importance of 
death. The death of Christ is the cen- 
tral fact of all the Scriptures, and on 
that rests the infinite value of His aton- 
ing work. Salvation is founded not on 
His sinless life alone, but on His sub- 
stitutionary death and bodily resurrec- 
tion. He conquered death and it is be- 
cause of His victory that this great 
enemy will one day be destroyed. Out 
of the mystery surrounding life and 
death, and particularly the life and 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ, two pro- 
found lessons should be driven home to 
our hearts: that death may overtake us 
at any moment and therefore we ought 
to be ready; that the only way to have 
forgiveness and assurance of eternal life - 
is to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our personal Saviour and rest upon His 
atoning work. “So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom” (Psa. 90:12); “For I de- 
livered unto you first of all that which 
I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures; 
and that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3, 4) 


~ 


Their Death Is Precious in His Sight 


A message given by Dr. Carl Armerding at the funeral of Mrs. John B. 
Kuhn of the China Inland Mission on March 22, 1957, in Wheaton, Ill. 


I would like to offer a few 

thoughts. It is found in Psalm 
116:15, “Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of his saints.” 


Tr ve is just one verse on which 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I had fainted, unless I had be- 
lieved to. see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living” 


(Psa. 27:13). 
———| 























to the ordinary reader. 


If that statement appeared in a news- 
paper over the list of those who had 
died, it might seem very strange indeed 
I dare say that 
there are not many who read the death 
notices in the newspapers with any 
greater regularity than I do. There isn’t 
a weekday that goes by that I do not 
look through the obituary lists to see 
if there is some name familiar to me. 
But I can understand how those of the 
world, who know not our Lord Jesus 
Christ, would not care to look upon 
that page of the newspaper. Perhaps 
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some would say to themselves, “Why 
should I sadden my heart with such 
news?” And if they were to see the 
Scripture verse, “Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints,” 
at the top of an obituary column, they 
would say: “What is precious about 
death? Death comes in and breaks up 
a home. What is precious about that? 
Death comes in and disturbs a life and 
interrupts a service. What is precious 
about that?”* And these would be real 
questions, wouldn’t they? 

But those of us who know the Lord 
should understand that we are given a 
standard of measurement in this verse. 
It is in the eyes of the Lord—precious 
“in the sight of the Lord.” It is by the 
divine standard we measure death this 
afternoon, and therefore we tome to 
different conclusions than those reached 
by the world. The world does not un- 
derstand this divine standard. In the 
first place, those of the world have no 
idea of the preciousness of the soul that 
has now gone to be with the Lord. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Himself, said: “What 
shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? What shall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul?” From this we gather 
that there is an intrinsic value of the 
soul that makes it precious. That, of 
course, is true of every one of us. We 
have something within us that is more 
precious than the whole world com- 
bined. Yes, it is precious. 

And, then, as that something within 
us develops, it seems to take on added 
preciousness, just as a child grows up 
in a family and becomes more dear as 
the years go by. We associate with a 
person some of his wonderful deeds of 
love and kindness, and there is that 
added preciousness. We say to our- 
selves, “The acquired preciousness is 
almost as great as the intrinsic precious- 
ness.” 

But then there is something else here, 
and that is, I believe, indicated by what 
we have in the last part of the verse, 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of his saints.” I know that 
many hesitate to use the word “saint” 
of anyone who is living. There is at 
least one branch of: the professing 
church that limits the term “saint” to 
those who have been dead for many 
years. But, as one reads the Word of 
God, he discovers that there were 
“saints” living on the earth who had 
letters addressed to them, and as we 
look into these letters we discover that 
these “saints” were just sinners saved 
by grace, set apart to the Lord Himself, 
as are believers today. We can include 
our sister in this circle of believers, as 
we look at our text again and say, 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of his saints.” 

Another thought of preciousness may 
be seen in this text. Things are not 
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only precious to us because of their 
own intrinsic value, but they become 
precious to us because of their asso- 
ciation. Take, for instance, that little 
lock of hair that some of you mothers 
have been treasuring for a long time. 
It may be that the one who wore that 
lock of hair is now in the presence of 
the Lord. If some intruder were to 
break in some night and disturb your 
belongings, to him that little treasure 
would be just a lock of hair. But to 
you it is precious. Why? Because of 
its association, because of the one to 
whom it once belonged. 

Let me carry this analogy a little 
further. What makes the death of God’s 
saints so precious to Him? Is it merely 
that they have souls that are more valu- 
able than the world itself? Well, that 
is part of it. But what really makes 
the soul of each saint so precious is the 
fact that the Lord Jesus Christ has re- 
deemed it with His precious blood. 
Friends, can you understand now why 
it says in God’s Word, “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints”? 

What was done in the life of our sis- 
ter when she trusted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as her personal Saviour was just 
a promise of what was to come, what 
she is enjoying this afternoon, and what 
she has waited for all these years. 
From the Epistle, from which we read 
this afternoon, and from which she 
loved to teach, we get these striking 
words. Concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the writer says, “Whom having 
not seen, ye love; in whom, though now 
ye see him not, yet believing, ye re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory” (1 Pet. 1:8).. From the very 
moment that our sister trusted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as her Saviour, not only 
was there a guarantee that one day she 
was going to see the face of her Re- 


deemer, but an assurance that she would / 
.enjoy that experience y anticipation. 


That was her. side of the prospect of 
meeting her Lord. The other side of it, 
beloved, is that our blessed Lord is 
waiting for that moment when He shall 
gather to Himself every one for whom 


(Continued on page 401) 








Notes on Open Letters 
“This ls My Body . . . Broken 


for You” 


Will you kindly explain the differ- 
ence in wording, regarding the 
“bread” at the institution of the 
“Lord’s Supper”? 

Matthew and Mark: 
body” (26:26; 14:22). 

Luke: “This is my body which is 
given for you” (22:19). 

Paul: “This is my body, which is 
broken for y6u” (1 Cor. 11:24). 

Reading Exodus 12:5; Leviticus 9:3 


“This is my 
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and 22:21, 22, I fail to understand 

Paul’s teaching to the Corinthians. 
Thanking you for enlightenment, I 

wish to express my gratitude for 

Bible-centered lesson helps in the 

Trmes.—A Minnesota teacher. 

Evidently this teacher thinks there 
is a discrepancy between the Old Testa- 
ment instructions concerning the lamb 
for sacrifice and the commandments for 
the Lord’s Supper as given by the Apos- 
tle Paul. The texts in Exodus and Le- 
viticus to which he refers read as fol- 
lows: 

“Your lamb shall be without blemish, 
a male of the first year: ye shall take 
it out from the sheep, or from the goats” 
(Exod. 12:5). 

“And unto the chjldren of Israel thou 
shalt speak, saying, Take ye a kid of 
the goats for a sin-offering; and a calf 
and a lamb, both of the first year, with- 
out blemish, for a burnt-offering” (Lev. 
9:3). 

“And whosoever offereth a sacrifice 
of peace-offerings unto the Lord to ac- 
complish his vow, or a freewill-offering 
in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect 
to be accepted; there shall be no blem- 
ish therein. Blind, or broken, or 
maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, 
or scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto 
the Lord, nor make an offering by fire 
of them upon the altar unto the Lord” 
(Lev. 22:21, 22). 

When the Lord Jesus instituted the 
Supper He did not say that His body 
was broken, but when Paul quotes His 
words he uses the phrase, “broken for 
you” (1 Cor. 11:24). There is a differ- 
ence of opinion among translators and 
commentators as to whether this phrase 
or thought is correct. The following 
either omitted in translation or favor, 
its omission in their comments: Ameri- 
can Standard Version, Arthur Way, 
Confraternity Edition, Ronald Knox, 
Companion Bible, and Jamieson, Faus- 
set and Brown (the last saying, “the 
oldest MSS. omit ‘broken,’ leaving it to 
be supplied from ‘brake’”). These re- 
tain it in some form or favor keeping 
it: Weymouth, Young, John Wesley, 
Moffat, Segond, Matthew Henry, Cony- 
beare and Howson, Revised Standard 
Version. 

. Whether or not the phrase is a strictly 

correct translation, there is no conflict 
between the command that the lamb for 
sacrifice was to be “without blemish” 
and not “broken, or maimed,” and Paul’s 
word. Though the lamb was perfect 
before the offering, yet it was killed, 
dismembered, and roasted or burned. 
Christ was perfect, “without sin” (Heb. 
4:15); yet His body was maimed by 
the scourging and the crucifixion. The 
flesh was “broken” by the scourging 
(Matt. 27:26), the crown of thorns (27: 
29), the nails (John 20:25, 27), and the 
spear (19:34). His body was both 
given and wounded for us (Isa. 53:5; 
Heb. 10:4-7). : 
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How To Avoid Being a Missionary Casualty 


Some practical pointers on getting along happily 
with co-workers and nationals 


a4 NE third to one half of the 
O first term missionaries do not 


return to the foreign mission 
field for a second term,” states Harold 
Lindsell, author of “Missionary Prin- 
ciples and Practice.”1 The high mor- 
tality rate, he says, is due not so much 
to death as to other factors. That be- 
ing the case, there ought to be a way 
to discover these factors and reduce 
their number of casualties. 

In almost three terms of missionary 
service, I have had occasion to discover 
a number of pitfalls, some of which 
I have recognized too late to keep from 
falling into them. I still have much to 
learn. In the meantime, however, per- 
haps I can help smooth the way for 
someone coming after me. 

Preparing to be a second-term mis- 
sionary doesn’t begin when one is on 
furlough. It begins even before he 
leaves the homeland for the first time. 
Thus, it is to you, prospective mission- 
ary, as well as to first-termers, that I 
would write these words. 


Upheaval, Conflict, and Adjustment 
While many failures are due to spir- 
itual reasons, others are not. The first 
term spent in a foreign land is a time 
of emotional upheaval, mental conflicts, 
and social adjustment. Working in an 
environment contrary to the customs 
and ideals that have been instilled in 
you from childhood is not easy. It may 
produce a state of frustration and a 


_spirit of defeatism that will destroy 


your. effectiveness. However, if you 
assume certain attitudes before going to 
the mission field, it is less likely that 
you will be listed among the first-term 
casualties. 

Take, for instance, your attitude 
toward the language. Mastering it 
should take second place only to your 
spiritual preparation. The language is 
the vehicle that carries your thoughts 
to your listeners; it should be in good 
running condition. 

Expect that you will have to spend 
many hours of mental toil wrestling 
with a speech that isn’t natura] to you. 
Determine to make it your own. You 
cannot get it by a series of injections. 
If you studied it in college, that is a 
mere beginning. You will need to learn 
many idioms and expressions that are 
never found in books; neither does the 
correct pronunciation come from books. 

My accordion helped me to learn the 
language. In those first days in a for- 
eign land, I couldn’t speak in the serv- 
ices, but I could play my accordion. 





1F. H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J.. $4.50. 


After nearly three terms under 
the Oriental Missionary Society in 
Colombia, South America, Miss Cav- 
ender has learned important lessons 
which she sets forth concisely espe- 
cially for candidates and missionaries 
in their first term. In July, 1922, Mr. 

. Roger B. Whittlesey, then treasurer of 
the China Inland Mission, wrote a 
priceless letter to a young missionary 
and his wife. Among other things 
he wrote: 

“Somewhere in mid-Atlantic, just 
dump overboard all the supposed 
superiority we Americans think we 
have over most other folks! Enter 
Belgium merely as a sinner-saved- 
by-grace, and not as an American! 
Of course, in one sense, we must 
never forget our nationality, and 
must carry ourselves in a way to 
honor our native land—but you 
know what I mean. Don’t be going 
around with a chip on your shoul- 
der looking for your rights. I do 
not say this because I have seen 
anything in you which leads me to 
think ‘it necessary. . . . I do know 
human nature a bit, though, and 
you will need to keep close to your 
Lord to prevent this sort of thing 
coming into your life. Mr. Hoste 
once said to me as I was about tak- 
ing up a new and responsible post, 
‘Mr. Whittlesey, you may expect all 
the honor and esteem you are 
worthy of receiving, and no more!’ 
A good text is, ‘Let your yielding- 
ness be known unto all men’ (Phil. 
4:5, margin).” 





Thus, I went to services every night to 
furnish the music and to be bathed in 
the atmosphere of the language I longed 
to learn. Many times I became tired 
of making an effort to understand, but 
soon the association of certain sounds 
became familiar. Order came out of 
chaos. Time spent in that way paid 
off well. 

Live with the people. Converse with 
them. Use a tape recorder if possible. 
Surround yourself with the language 
until your subconscious mind mulls it 
over and then breaks through into your 
conscious world with another fragment 
of the prize you seek, 

You will never arrive at a time when 
you can say, “It is finished; I know it 
all.” But you can become proficient in 
the language. Pursue it as an animal 
does its prey. Be persistent. Never 
give up. Study, listen, practice, imitate, 
and you are on your way to the thrill- 
ing discovery of a world of enchant- 


By FLORENCE CAVENDER 


ment and usefulness. It is a world that 
you can conquer and bend to the serv- 
ice of the Master. 

During my first months on.the mis- 
sion field, I made the mistake of think- 
ing that I could get the language all at 
once. I feared losing: face with my 
fellow missionaries if I didn’t. Result? 
I was tying myself into a nervous knot 
which hindered my. progress. 

Sensing the situation, a wise senior 
missionary said to me: “Florence, you 
can’t get it all at once. Relax. Give it 
a chance to soak in.” And; lo, it worked! 
I know not when it happened, but I 
presently became aware that I had 
crossed the threshold. I was in a new 
world, I was exploring my new world. 
The air, the scenery, the surroundings, 
all were invigorating. It was like an 
exciting game in which every object 
had its special place. I was finding 
where they belonged; they made sense. 
From then on the language has been 
fascinating to me, and it is a joy to 
work with it. ; 

Leaving the subject of the language, 
there is your attitude toward your col- 
leagues to be considered. A wrong at- 
titude here has been responsible for 
many otherwise good missionaries re- 
maining in the homeland after their 
first term. 


Working in a Limited Circle 

Mission boards aim at leaders when 
they pick their candidates. In the 
homeland each leader has a large sphere 
in which to work, and a relatively free 
hand in putting into practice his pol- 
icies. On the mission field, especially 
where the missionaries work out from 
a central compound/ things are differ- 
ent. A group of leaders are thrown to- 
gether, and leaders have decided opin- 
ions. 

Expect that your colleagues will not 
always agree with you. Respect the 
viewpoint of others. Expect to concede 
your point with grace when the weight 
of opinion is on the other side. Be 
willing to work under authority and 
not always in authority. Remember you 
are a member of a team; it may not be 
your turn to carry the ball or to sing 
the solo. 

Personality clashes will come. Your 
social world is limited to a small circle. 
In the homeland when your personality 
clashed with another, you could often, 
without inconvenience, choose another 
friend or move in another circle. On 
the mission field, to whom ¢an you go? 
The missionary personnel is a small 
group. It is not always easy to find 
another circle in which you can work 
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better. The chances are, the best place 
for you to work is right where you are. 
God wants you to conquer your diffi- 
culties, 

Single missionaries often must live 
together. They are not able to choose 
the one with whom they are going to 
live, as married couples have done. Not 
all personalities are compatible with one 
another, even when there is genuine 
spiritual victory. There may be noth- 
ing in particular wrong with your mis- 
sionary colleague. But there are trivial 
traits that clash and grate on your per- 
sonality. What should you do? To be 
forewarned is to be forearmed. Expect 
personality clashes. Expect at the same 
time that the grace of God will be suf- 
ficient to give victory, harmony, and 
fellowship. Unless you break the ten- 
sions, they will break you. Grace to 
endure is not the answer; there needs 
to be glory along with the grace. 

Not just somehow, but triumphantly, 
should be your manner of living with 
others on the mission field. When you 
arrive at this point you will have gone 
far in conquering the obstacles to a 
long and successful missionary career. 

Another consideration is your attitude 
toward your surroundings. In a mat- 
ter of days, perhaps even hours, you 
will be grafted into a land foreign to 
your environment. Your sense of the 
aesthetic, the hygienic, and the cultural 
will receive a severe jolt. There will 
be repulsive sights, smells, and sounds. 
You will see no sense to the way a lot 
of things are done. The psychology of 
the nationals is different from anything 
you’ve known before. Their way of 
thinking, their way of living, their re- 
actions puzzle you. 

In the maze of confusion and conflicts 
about you, what should your attitude 
be? First of all, respect their customs 
and taboos. If you consider them with 
disdain or cut across them, you're 
headed for trouble. 

A certain young lady working on a 
degree came to Colombia to gather 
material. She had missionary friends 
and was invited to stay on their com- 
pound. Learning of the strait-laced 
customs of Colombian courting, she de- 


cided that the people should be brought ~ 


up to date. They should be shown that 
the great American way of freedom is 
the best. Observing perfect decency, 
according to American standards, she 
sat with a boy friend on a huge rock 
on the grounds of the compound. The 
neighbors were watching, and soon their 
tongues were wagging. In a land where 
no decent girl is seen alone with her 
boy friend, the effect- was disastrous. 
A scandal was started which necessi- 
tated the young lady’s finding another 
place to stay. It also created a situa- 
tion for the mission that all but cut 
off its usefulness, 

In another land you should expect 
to find a certain kind of culture, which 
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is different from your own, and you 
should learn to appreciate it. Read the 
literature of the land; know its history; 
understand its background and pur- 
poses. Recognize that its national 
heroes deserve as much respect from 
their followers as your George Wash- 
ington and Abraham Lincoln do from 
you. 

The people around you will learn to 
love and respect you as you love and 
respect them. Your preaching of Christ 
to them will be more effective if you 
can throw in an illustration occasion- 
ally taken from their own literature 
and history. ’ oe 

Expect also to accustom yourself 
a completely new way of life. Be flex- 
ible, adjust yourself to the conditions. 
Your house may lack some things that 
you consider essential, such as clothes 
closets and cupboards. Your clothes 
may have to be washed on a rock. Your 
meat may be bought from an outside 
stall where the flies swarm. Thé cow’s 
eyes may stare coldly at you from the 
counter and her tail may be hanging 
over the edge. You don’t like it? That’s 
natural, but don’t let it get you down. 
Of course you'll improve conditions as 
you can, but remember that your main 
task is to bring lives into contact with 
the transforming power of the Gospel. 

Many practices of the nationals may 
seem ancient to you. But wait! Don’t 
reject them all with a wave of the hand. 
Some methods used by the nationals 
may be more practical in that land than 


the ones you wish to introduce from a — 


land of machines and push buttons. For 
instance, the beater that a Colombian 
woman uses in her kitchen is made of 
wood. Its base, about three inches in 
diameter, is cut in deep and irregular 
grooves. The handle is like a small 
broomstick, about fourteen inches long. 
This she merely rolls between the palms 
of her hands. She uses‘less energy and 
less motion than we Americans do by 
making the circular motion necessary 
to use a Dover beater. 

A Colombian couple may take prac- 
tically nothing but a machete and march 
off into the jungle to begin a home. 
There they use the machete to build 
their house, cut their firewood, kill 
their meat, fight off the fierce animals, 
and peel their potatoes. They know 
how to use what they have. Let’s re- 
spect them for it! 

Next, let’s consider your attitude 
toward the national himself. Many have 
ruined their influence by taking a 
wrong attitude toward those to whom 
they have come to minister. It’s true 
that most of them haven’t had as much 
education as you have. That’s prob- 
ably for lack of opportunity, but you 
dare not treat them as inferior. In 
many places a nationalistic spirit of an- 
tagonism toward the missionary has de- 
veloped because he has treated the 
nationals as servants. 


May 18, 1957" 


After meeting his greatest need in 
bringing him to the Saviour, consider 
his other needs. Have regard for his 
feelings. Help him to raise his standard 
of living. Help him to develop his lead- 
ership abilities. Give him responsibility 
and encourage him in it. Rejoice when 
he is able to do some of the work that 
you one time thought could not be done 
unless you did it. 

The Bible says, “Let us love one an- 
other” (1 John 4:7), and that language 
is understood anywhere in the world. 

Thirteen years ago when my col- 
leagues “and I came to Colombia, we 
made a rule for our dealings with the 
nationals. That rule is to treat them 
with love, consideration, and as being 
our equals. Whatever criticisms they 
may have of us, they have only kind 
words concerning our treatment of 
them. “But now abideth faith, hope, 
love, these three; and the greatest of 
these is love” (1 Cor. 13:13, A.S.V.). 


Along with the foregoing suggestions, ’ 


there are certain warnings to be ob- 
served: 

1. Don’t rebel against your circum- 
stances. 

2. Don’t allow a spirit of bitterness or 
envy to creep in. 

3. Don’t allow tensions to build up 
within you. 

4. Don’t show partiality. 

5. Don’t become indifferent to the 
finer things of the mind and spirit. 

6. Don’t become lax in your spiritual 
life. 

If you know these things, happy are 
you if you observe them. A long and 
useful missionary career to you! 


MEDELLIN, Cotomszra, S. A. 
we 


Hawaiian Islands Growing 
in Popularity for Tourists 


ORE visitors, more accommoda- 

tions, more ships, and more planes 
to Hawaii are in sight, according to 
the Hawaii Visitors’ Bureau. Upwards 
of 145,000 vacationists are expected to 
visit the tropical capital city of Hono- 
lulu during the year 1957. In line with 
their expected visit, the scope of things 
to do ahd see in Honolulu and in the 
islands on the whole is being broad- 
ened. Sight-seeing, or the tourist trade, 
is the third largest industry, only pine- 
apple and sugar exceeding it; shopping 
facilities, and beautiful hotel accommo- 
dations are on the increase on all of the 
major islands. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour, ar- 
ranged by THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs, 
in co-operation with the Northern Pa- 
cific Railway Company, is planned for 
the fall season, thus avoiding great 
crowds, and at rates that are under the 
height-of-season costs. The tour last 
fall was very successful. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Nelson of Fort 
Collins, Colo., Tmures readers who went 
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Lesson for June 2 


along last year, stated: “We enjoyed 
all the arrangements for our comfort. 
The Hawaiian tour was wonderful and 
we hope to be able to go on more tours 
sponsored in this way.” 

Chicago is the starting place, October 
7, and a fine train trip to Seattle on the 
vista-dome North Coast Limited is a 
good. introduction to the days of beau- 
tiful scenic wonders and times of re- 
laxation in store for the party. A flight 
to Honolulu on a Pan American modern 
Douglas DC-7 by day will be long re- 
membered. Then follow wonderful 
days, when the party will stop at the 
magnificent Moana and Royal Hawaiian 
Hotels, with trips to Hawaii and Kauai, 
staying overnight on each of these 
islands. There will be sight-seeing and 
some leisure for surf bathing unex- 
celled anywhere. 

After eleven days on the Islands, the 
party retugns to the mainland on the 
famous Matson Line flagship, S.S. Lur- 
line, the climax of the trip, to San Fran- 
cisco. A day and a half will be spent 
there, allowing the party to see much 
of this fascinating city. After the voy- 
age of four and one-half days on the 
Lurline, a daylight trip through Cali- 
fornia to Los Angeles will fit in beau- 
tifully. In Los Angeles the party will 
stay at the fine Biltmore Hotel, and 
have some comprehensive tours of this 
great Western metropolis. The party 
returns through Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Colorado, arriving in Chicago No- 
vember 1. 

An attractive folder, giving rates and 
all detailed information, may be had by 
writing to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Execu- 
tive Vice-President and Secretary of 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger will be with the party through- 
out the entire tour. 


Their Death Is Precious 
(Continued from second page) 


He died upon the cross, when “he shall 
see of the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied” (Isa. 53:11). We are precious 
to Him this afternoon. We are precious 
to Him, not only because He brought 
us into being, but we are precious to 
Him because He redeemed us at infinite 
cost, 

And so, as we think of our dear sis- 
ter this afternoon, I would like for us 
to see that this is no tragedy. This is 
a victory! This is a triumph! If we 
could share, this afternoon, the joy that 
is hers, we would be so utterly oblivious 
of each other’s company that we would 
not know where we are, Such is her 
joy, I know. ‘ 

It has been my privilege to sit by the 
bedside of many just before they left 
this world. And, oh, I have seen the 
very brightness of Glory lighting up 
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their faces as they were about to pass 
into the presence of the Lord! Just this 
morning, in a class, a student raised 
her hand and asked, “Just what happens 
when a Christian dies?” She didn’t 
know that my own thoughts were run- 
ning along this line because of what I 
had before me this afternoon. 

“Well,” I said, “I can only answer you 
in the words of God, ‘Absent from the 
body, . . . present with the Lord.’” 

“Yes, but how long does it take?” 

And then I couldn’t help but think 
of an answer given to me one day by 
one who is present here this afternoon, 
when we were talking about this very 
thing. He answered me in the words 
of the psalmist, “It [our life] is soon 
cut off, and we fly away.” So instanta- 
neous is the passage into the presence 
of the Lord! Wonderful! 

I want to take a moment or two to 
share with you some thoughts that I 
believe will make the word “precious” 
ever more precious to you. I was look- 
ing up the word in the original, and I 
discovered that it is translated in vari- 
ous ways in the Old Testament. In one 
passage the Hebrew word is rendered 
by the English word “bright,” or 
“brightness.” Let us put that word into 
this verse and see how it sounds. 
“Bright in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints.” Just think of it! 
Nothing gloomy about this, “Bright in 
the’ sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints.” 

Then I looked at another place where 
the same Hebrew word is found in the 
Old Testament, and there I discovered 
it is translated by the word “clear.” 
I put that word in our text, “Clear in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints.” There is nothing misty 
here! There is nothing foggy here! 
There is nothing dubious here! There 
is nothing doubtful here! It is as clear 
as day. 

And then I looked a little further and 
discovered that the Hebrew word is also 
translated “excellent,” and I put that 
word in the text, “Excellent in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints.” 
Yes, there is something excellent about 
the death of a Christian, isn’t there? 
There is something excellent about it, 
not only in the difference in the atti- 
tude of the believer and that of an- 
other who does not know the Saviour. 
In that respect alone, dear friends, the 
Christian’s death is more excellent than 
the death of a non-Christian and unbe- 
liever. But the Christian’s death is ex- 
cellent because of the triumphal entry 
that it ensures into the presence of the 
Lord Jesus. 

And I must not miss this opportunity 
to direct one personal word to anyone 
present this afternoon who may not 
know our sister’s Saviour. If you do 
not know her Saviour, I trust, dear 
friend, as we have been speaking about 
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the preciousness of this death, that you 
may have found your heart longing that 
all this might be said of you, should 
death come to you. 

Dear friends, I consider it an honor, 
this afternoon, to be chosen to speak a 
few words on this occasion because, not 
only do I know myself to be a member, 
with her, of the great body of Christ, 
but, within that body of Christ, a mem- 
ber of another circle known as the 
China Inland Mission; and we have a 
fellow feeling for those in that same 
family which doubles the preciousness 
of our membership in the body of 
Christ. 

And so, with this dual bond this aft- 
ernoon, it gives me great joy to testify 
to what is true of our sister who has 
been taken to be with her Lord, and 
to urge that, if any of you here have 
not already done so, you will make this 
true of you as she did through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, for His Word 
says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved and thy house.” 


Philadelphia Area 
Sunday School Conference 


HE Tenth Annual Philadelphia Area 

Week-Ehd Sunday School Confer- 
ence is scheduled to meet at America’s 
Keswick June 21 to June 23, 1957. Reg- 
istration for this popular gathering ap- 
pealing to residents of the’ Philadelphia 
metropolitan area begins at two o’clock, 
the first meeting being at 7.45 on the 
evening of the twenty-first. The con- 
cluding meeting of the conference is at 
three o’clock on Sunday afternoon. 

A diversified program has been ar- 
ranged, speakers including the Rev. 
William Radcliffe Allen, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Ocean 
City, N. J.; Miss Mavis Anderson, de- 
nomination Sunday schoo] secretary of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance; 
Miss Dorothy Braun, professor of Chris- 
tian education, King’s College; the Rev. 
Winfield F. Ruelke, executive director 
of Children’s Bible Fellowship of New 
York City; Dr. Addison Raws, director 
of America’s Keswick; and the Rev. 
Edwin C. Shisler, pastor of Trinity Re- 
formed Episcopal Church in Philadel- 
phia. Matthew E. Welde, veteran Sun- 
day school leader of Philadelphia, will 
preside. 

Early registrations are coming in, and 
those desiring to register are urged to 
do so at once, getting in touch with Mr. 
J. Price Norman, 15 W. Hillcrest Avenue, 
Havertown, Pa. Registration fee is $1. 
Rates for board and roofn will be fur- 
nished upon inquiry. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 














Sensational Series Coming in the Next Quarter 


Scripturally sound articles on timely topics which Sunday School Times readers 


will not want to miss 








Demonology 


Oh, the road to En-dor is the oldest road 
And the craziest road of all! 
Straight it runs to the Witch’s abode, 
As it did in the days of Saul, 
And nothing has changed of the sorrow 
in store 
For such as go down on the road to 
En-dor! 
—Rudyard Kipling. 


Can a Christian be demon-possessed? 

Is it possible to communicate with the 
dead? 

Should a Christian attend seances, 
consult mediums, use the ouija board? 

Are demon-possession and _ insanity 
identical? 

How can demons be cast out? 

Do real Christians ever become en- 
snared in spiritism? 

All these and many other questions 
related to the subject of demonology 
are dealt with in a series of four arti- 
cles by .Edwin J. Tharp, F.R.G.S., one 
of the Brethren who has had long ex- 
perience as a missionary in China. He 
tells amazing stories of the power of 
demons, how they affect their victims, 
and how their tyranny was broken. For: 
example, when a demon-possessed girl 
on a farm in China saw a missionary 
and Chinese evangelist who had come 
at her father’s request, she threw her- 
self on the ground, screaming in terror, 
and lay prostrate. Her mother cried 
out, “She is dead! She is dead!” Mr. 
Tharp tells how she was delivered and 
says, “Some fifteen years later the 
writer saw her as a happy wife and 
the mother of several healthy bdys and 


girls.” He says there are different types 
of demons and evil spirits: religious, 
lying, unclean, ferocious; and they have 
the ability to express themselves 
through the human voice. He describes 
his experience in 1905 with some Chris- 
tian officers from a British gunboat, 
when he took them into a Buddhist 
temple and they prayed together against 
the power of~ Satan. They disrupted 
the prayers in unison of the Buddhist 
priests and were immediately ordered 
to leave. 

“Time and again I have been asked 
if demons can possess a truly born-again 
child of God,” writes Mr. Tharp. In 
this series he gives his answer at some 
length, and illustrates his points from 
Scripture and experience. His opinions 
are valuable and will be helpful to 
TIMEs readers, for this problem is be- 
ing raised again today. 

Another weird story is that of the 
Christian man in China who had tuber- 
culosis and who was healed by a witch 
who called up a black snake seemingly 


from nowhere and told the Chinese to | 


go through certain rites. But, as those 
who read this series will learn, this man 
was finally delivered from the power 
of the Devil. 

Mr. Tharp quotes frequently from 
Old and New Testament Scriptures to 
support his points, and he includes illus- 
trations from other countries besides 
China. His articles are very readable, 
thoroughly interesting, contain whole- 
some and needed warnings, and give 
light from the Scriptures on the mys- 
terious subject of demonology. 


The Growing Influence of Rome 


During the next quarter THE Sunpay 
ScHooLt Times will publish four articles 
by Oliver W. Price, Th.M., a graduate 
of Dallas Theological Seminary and 
director of the Bible Lovers’ League, 
on the dangers of church union and the 
sinister influence of the Catholic Church. 
These are: 


1. The Strange Alliance Against God 
and His Christ 


2. Which Is the True Church? 


3. Does the Road to Church Union Lead 
to Rome? 


4. Can the Invisible Church Produce 
: Visible Results? 


These articles by Mr. Price will serve 
both as warnings to Christians who 
may be getting lax in their views and 
fellowship, and an encouragement to 
those who are shining “as lights in the 
world; holding forth the word of life,” 
and standing by the Old Faith. 


Ernest Gordon’s Greek Notes 


One of the valuable contributions 
made to THE Sunpay ScHoo, Trmes by 
the late Ernest Gordon was his “Notes 
from a Layman’s Greek Testament.” In 
these he would take one or two texts, 
explain the meaning according to the 
original Greek, and then bring out les- 
sons for the believer's heart. 

The’ Times still has many of these 
unused notes by Mr. Gordon, which it 
plans to begin publishing in the next 
quarter. 


_ The Authentic Story of the Auca Massacre 


The long-awaited book giving the full account of the killing of the five young mission- 
aries on January 8, 1956, in Ecuador is being published this month (at $3.75) by Harper & 
Brothers, New York. Written by one of the widows, Elisabeth Elliot, it is entitled: 


“Through Gates of Splendor” 


This sensational book, containing 256 pages and including 64 pages of photographs, may 
be obtained, without money cost, by sending five new 13-weeks subscriptions at $1 each 
($1.10 in U.S.A. dollars in Canada, the difference being due to postage and rate of exchange) 
to the TIMES. (One copy of the book will be given for each group of five new 13-weeks sub- 
scriptions.) Here is a fine opportunity for subscribers to make the TIMES known to their 
friends, either by persuading them to subscribe for this period or sending them gift subscrip- 
tions. All of the above important articles will be included in a 13-weeks subscription begin- 
ning June 29. Subscriptions should be sent at once to— 


395N. Thirteenth St. AAG Sunday School Times fompany Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. JUNE 2. BROTHERS DIVIDED (Temperance) 
Genesis 25:27-34; 27 arid 28; printed text, 27:30-38, 41 
Golden Text.—He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?—1 John 4: 206 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 27:30 And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had 
made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce 
gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau 
his brother came in from his hunting. 

31 And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it 
unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father 
arise, and eat of his son’s vension, that thy soul may 
bless me. 

32 And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? 
And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. 

33 And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? 
where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, 
and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed 
him? yea, and he shall be blessed. ° 


e 

36 And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he 
hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my 
birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my bless- 
ing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? 

37 And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I 
have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given 
to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sus- 
tained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my son? 

38 And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one 
blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. 
And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 


41 And Esau hated Jacob because ‘of the blessing where- 
with his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, 
The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will 





34 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried 
with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his 
father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. 

35 And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath 


taken away thy blessing. 


- 
The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

Y ALL means read Alexander 

Whyte’s chapters on Isaac, Re- 

bekah, Esau, and Jacob in the 
first volume of his “Bible Characters” 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., 2 vols., $12.50). You will be 
shocked. We haye been so accustomed 
to put a patriarchal and covenantal halo 
around these (except Esau), that 
Whyte’s merciless exposure of their 
frailties and their sins gives us a severe 
jolt. We have so canonized them that 
to do other than merely gloss over their 
failures seems almost like sacrilege. 
But their failures as well as their ac- 
complishments, their vices as well as 
their virtues, are written down in Holy 
Scripture for our learning, and unless 
we look honestly and fully at all sides 
of these great Old Testament charac- 
ters we shall rob ourselves of some of 
the lessons, including the warnings, 
which the Holy Spirit desires to con- 
vey to us. Let us not then be afraid 
to look at the gluttony of Isaac, the 
tragic favoritism of both Isaac and Re- 
bekah, the cunning and deceit of both 
Rebekah and Jacob, as well as the 
worldliness of Esau. In all this we do 
not have to lose sight of the sweet love 
story of Genesis 24, nor of Isaac’s free- 
dom from a spirit of retaliation, nor of 
Jacob’s vision of things eternal. A full 
view of these Bible characters may 
bring us to a truer evaluation of our- 
selves, and drive us to the one true 


I slay my brother Jacob. : ° 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


Pattern of human life, who alone is able 
to save us from ourselves, and conform 
us to His own image. 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 27:30.—“. . Jacob was 
scarce gone out . . . Esau his brother 
came in...” Read the whole chapter 


up to this point to understand what fol- 
lows. Jacob narrowly escaped being 
“caught in the act.” Think of the mo- 
mentary serenity of the old man Isaac, 
now to’be rudely disturbed. 

Verse 31.—“And he also had made sav- 
oury meat ... Let my father arise, and 
eat... that thy soul may bless me.” Like 
many men of the out-of-doors, Esau 
could fix up the game meat which he 
took in the hunt. The patriarchal bene- 
diction was highly regarded, and Esau 
was in high expectation. 

Verse 32.—‘“Who art thou? ... thy 
firstborn Esau.” Isaac’s question must 
have betrayed sudden disturbance and 
confusion of mind. The tone was dif- 
ferent from that of the same question 
in verse 18. 

Verse 33.—“And Isaac trembled .. . 
I have eaten ... . and have blessed him? 

..” The shock of such miscarriage of 
his plan was manifested in Isaac’s great 
trembling. There could be no revoking 
of what was done. The word “taken” 
here signifies taken in the hunt. Re- 
bekah certainly knew how to make goat 
meat taste like venison! 

Verse 34—“. . . Esau... cried with 
a... bitter cry ... Bless me, even me 
also, O my father.” Here is a scene of 
deep emotion: an old man trembling 


with amazed shock, and a rugged young 
man uttering cries of despair and dis- 
appointment. 


Verse 35.—“Thy brother came with 
subtilty, and hath taken away thy bless- 
ing.” That is the whole sad story, with 
the note of irrevocableness added. But 
there would have been no such note 
had Esau not despised his birthright 
years before (Gen. 25: 27-34). 


Verse 36.—“Is not he rightly named 
Jacob? for he hath supplanted me... 
my birthright... now... my blessing 
...” Esau is very ready to confess his 
brother Jacob’s sins, but not a word 
about his own. The “blessing” which 
he so coveted was not that of a pure 
heart or a walk with God, but material 
bounty. 


Verse 37.—“. . . I have made him thy 
lord, and all his brethren . . . for serv- 
ants ...” The record contains no ref- 
erences to “brethren” of Jacob except 
here and in verse 29. Whether Isaac 
had more children than the twins, or 
whether the word is used more gener- 
ally of kinsfolk is uncertain. 


Verse 38.—“. . . Hast thou but one 
blessing? . . . And Esau lifted up his 
voice, and wept,” This is doubtless the 
incident referred to in Hebrews 12:17, 
where “repentance” does not mean 
Esau’s sorrow for din, but has to do with 
his attempt to change his father’s mind 
so that he might have the blessing al- 
ready pronounced on Jacob. 

Verse 41.—“And Esau hated Jacob... 
and Esau said . . . I slay m® brother 
Jacob.” Not repentance, but murder, 
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was in .Esau’s heart. Thus the favorit- 
ism which -divided the parents (25:28) 
bore fruit in a great gulf between the 
twin boys. tr 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It all stemmed back to favoritism. 
“And Isaac loved Esau . . . but Rebekah 
loved Jacob” (25:28). On Isaac’s part 
this favoritism reflected another of his 
weaknesses. It was based on his love of 
meat. In very truth Esau reached his 
father’s heart through his stomach. 
“And Isaac loved Esau, because he did 
eat of his venison” (25:28). Jacob was 
more of a homebody. “And Jacob was 
a plain man, dwelling in tents” (25:27) 
and ‘was doubtless more companionable 
to his mother than was the elder of the 
twins. 

But this companionship with his 
mother was Jacob’s undoing. He. doubt- 
less inherited something of the cunning 
which . characterized more than one 
member of the family from which she 
came, but his close association with her 
made him a student of cunning, with his 
mother for a teacher. I would not be 
at all surprised to learn that Rebekah 
had schooled Jacob to secure the birth- 
right from Esau, although the record 
does not say so, but the chapter in 
which our lesson portion is found makes 
it quite clear that in securing the patri- 
archal blessing by guile, he acted on his 
mother’s directions. Deceit is wretched. 
But deceiving an old blind man is more 
wretched. For a wife who has lived 
many years with a husband to deceive 
him when he is now old and blind is 
still more wretched; and to instruct her 
own son how to deceive his old father 
is almost beyond words. Here is one 
mother who was no guide in the way 
of righteousness. 

But we cannot excuse Jacob. Jacob 
was a grown man and ought to have 
been sufficiently discerning in the way 
of righteousness to refuse his mother’s 
evil advice. Notice that his only ob- 
jection to his mother’s proposition was 
that he might be found out and be con- 
sidered a deceiver (27:11, 12), whereas 
his objection should have _ been: 
“Mother, that would be deceit, and I 
shall rather go without the blessing 
than be a deceiver. As God is a God 
of righteousness, I shall obtain His 
blessing in the way of righteousness.” 
How different was David who, knowing 
that he was God’s anointed to sit on 
the throne of Israel, refused to hasten 
the day when Saul, who was seeking 
his life, was actually given into his 
hand, but left it in God’s hands to be 
brought about in God’s way and in 
God’s time! (1 Sam. 26:8-10.) 

Nor can we excuse Isaac. He knew 
the prophecy that had gone before on 
the two yet unborn children, that “the 
elder shall serve the younger” (Gen. 
25:23). Nevertheless, because of his 
love for Esau’s venison, he was bent on 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. May 26—A Man of Peaée in a 
World of Strife Genesis 26:1-5, 12-33 
Next Week’s Lesson a 


10. June 9.—Brothers Reconciled. 
Genesis 29 to 33 








pronouncing te patriarchal benedic- 
tion upon him, and so arranged for a 
big feast of venison as the occasion. It 
was a poor basis for passing on the 
covenant of Jehovah. 

Nor can we excuse Esau. He was a 
man of the world with little interest 
in the covenant of God, a “profane per- 
son” (Heb. 12:16). Esau’s interest in 
the blessing was that he should be sure 
of good hunting and good harvests. His 
bitter cry in the presence of his father 
had nothing to do with the way in 
which he had despised the things of 
God, but was only an attempt to get his 
father to turn the benediction to him. 

Having said all that, let us see to it 
that we do not excuse ourselves, but 
that we seek the sanctifying grace of 
the Spirit of God to cleanse our own 
hearts from all such failure. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The unhappy background (Gen. 25: 
20-28) 

2. The stolen blessing (27: 1-29) 

3. The disappointed son (27:30-41) 


Topics for Development 

Home Influences. There is no more 
striking example of home influence in 
all the Bible than the household of 
Isaac, and unfortunately it is far from 
happy. Had Isaac and Rebekah been 
of one mind, their weaknesses might 
have been overcome by a united effort 
to bring up their boys in all true god- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW was Rebekah related to Isaac? 
2. How did Esau and Jacob differ 
(1) in appearance, (2) in temperament? 
3. What disastrous condition prevailed 
in Isaac’s home concerning the chil- 
dren? 
4. What were the characteristic weak- 
nesses of (1) Rebekah, (2) Isaac? 
5. Did Isaac and Rebekah have any 
more children besides Esau and Jasob? 
6. What two privileges did Jacob 
wrest from Esau by subtlety? 
7. Why did Isaac want to bestow the 
patriarcha] blessing when he did? 
8. What nearly gave away Jacob’s de- 
ceit? . 
9. How did Jacob succeed in carrying 
through his deceit? 
10. How: did Esau react in his loss of 
the patriarchal benediction? 


(Answers on page 407) 
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liness. Because they were not united, 
each adopting a favorite son to the 
practical exclusion of the other, the par- 
ental weaknesses were developed, both 
in themselves and in the sons. Re- 
bekah’s_ deceitful practices showed 
themselves in her efforts to promote 
her favorite, and her favorite was an 
apt pupil in the same doubtful arts. 
Isaac encouraged the pursuits of Esau 
because they ministered to his own ap- 
petites, and there can be no doubt that 
the parental appetite so evident in the 
father had much to do with the son's 
failure to perceive spiritual values, and 
so helped to make Esau the profane man 
that he was. So strong is home influence 
that Christian parents have a solemn 
obligation to see that they unitedly in- 
fluence their children for God and good. 

Jacob and His Blessings. The birth- 
right and the patriarchal benediction, 
while seemingly falling to Esau in the 


“natural order of things, actually be- 


longed to Jacob by divine decree. How 
God would ‘hhave transferred them from 
Esau to Jacob we do not know, but 
certain it is that Jacob had no need to 
stoop to scheming and deceit to secure 
them. How much more precious they 
would have been to him had he stood 
aside and let God work, and how many 
years of s@rrow he would have avoided! 
In addition, the long enmity between 
the nations of Israel and Edom need 
not have been. Jacob, indeed, came to 
faith, but he was a long time in arriv- 
ing. Let us learn that the work of God 
is not advanced by low or carnal means. 


Practical Applications 

Division between parents is a sure 
way of sowing enmity between the 
children. e 

The sin of the parents has a way of 
reappearing in exaggerated form in the 
children. 

Favoritism is a sure-fire way of spoil- 
ing children. 

The surest way of losing your chil- 
dren is to guide them in paths of in- 
iquity. ' 

Judge an action, not by the possibil- 
ity of detection, but by the rightness or 
wrongness of it. 

Fritter away your time in secondary 
things and you will soon find that the 
primary things have slipped from your 
grasp. 


Golden Text 

1 John 4:20.—“He that loveth not his 
brother ... how can he love God... ?” 
It. is true that liking sometimes van- 
ishes On closer acquaintance, but it is 
also true that love grows by association. 
If, then, the bonds of the family do not 
stir in us love, there is little likelihood 
of our coming to love God who must 
be known by other means than the 
senses. The human relationships are 
really steppingstones to God. 


Exmuourst, IL. 
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Lesson for June 2 


From the Platform 
. By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 
“Let Us With a Gladsome Mind” 
“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 
“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, we recognize 


‘and are grateful for Thy loving pro- 


vision, care, and goodness. Forgive us 
that we sometimes take Thy bounties 
with little thought of the Giver and 
that we live self-pleasingly when we 
should be set to please Thee in every- 
thing. Give us the spirit that cares for 
the good of others that we may love 
our neighbors as ourselves. May we de- 
light to serve one another in our homes 
and in life’s larger relationships, too. 
Teach us to follow after the things that 
make for peace rather than strife. Give 
the nations leaders of wisdom and up- 
rightness who will in all their ways ac- 
knowledge Thee and have Thy guid- 
ance and help. Give the fear of the 
Lord to the people of this and every 
land, and may the preaching of the 
Gospel turn more and more people 
everywhere to Jesus Christ. Bless all 
who serve the sufferers of earth and 
strive for their relief and help. Use 
our own missionaries at home and afar 
for the healing of bodies and souls. 
These things we ask in our Saviour’s 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Esau wailed aloud 
on finding his brother had deceived 
their father and secured the blessing 
Esau was expecting. In rage and re- 


Becomes BLESSING Désie” 

















sentment, he calls Jacob a supplanter, 
but forgets that he himself had been 
trying to supplant Jacob. Years earlier 
Esau had bargained off his birthright 


to Jacob, his right to succeed their - 


father as head of the chosen people of 
God. He had hoped to get out of that 
bad bargain by getting his father’s 
blessing on the sly. But there were 
others in the family who could scheme 
and cheat, and they had outwitted Isaac 
and Esau. 

In despising and selling the birthright 
years before, Esau was despising God 
and His promise of a great future for 
the descendants of Abraham. Now he 
was reaping the consequences. He who 
despised God’s promised blessing saw 
it go to the brother who valued it. And 
always when we prefer earthly things 
to heavenly blessing, we are in danger 
of losing forever the higher things we 
have despised. We can’t eat our cake 
and have it, too. We can’t give our 
years to self-pleasing, spurning God 


and His gifts, and not cheat ourselves _ 
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of things of lasting worth. If you want 
God’s best for your life, give Him first 
place—not in some hoped-for future 
time, but right now. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Esau... cried with a great and ex- 
ceeding bitter cry .. .” (Gen. 27:34).— 
Well might he weep bitterly. The seri- 
ousness of his stupid act in despising his 
birthright and selling it to Jacob for 
a mess of red pottage is dawning on his 
carnal mind. 

That birthright included a double 
portion of his father’s inheritance 
(Deut. 21:17) and all the promises of 
the covenant made with Abraham (Gen. 
12:2, 3). Esau was in the direct line of 
the Messianic promise: Abel, Seth, 
Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Esau. (See 
footnote on Gen. 25:31 in the Scofield 
Reference Bible.) 

He was in a humorous mood at the 
time he foolishly sold his birthright. 
We quote W. R. Newell on Hebrews 12: 
16: “We find him (Jacob) attending 
to the family needs, boiling pottage of 
red lentils. Esau, the ‘man of the field’ 
points to the pot of red lentils Jacob’s 
industry has prepared, and then to his 
own red beard, and utters one of the 
very few ‘jokes’ the Bible records, say- 
ing (literally), ‘Feed that red to this 
red.’ Jacob without yet fully compre- 
hending the vastness of blessing which 
the divine Abrahamic covenant con- 
veyed, yet rightly valuing it above all 
else, meets his elder brother's jesting 
but selfish demand with a shrewd re- 
quest of his own: ‘Sell-me first thy 
birthright.’ Out blurts from Esau’s 
‘profane’ mouth: ‘Behold, I am about 
to die!’ (ridiculous falsehood) ‘and what 
profit shall the birthright do to me?’ 
Jacob, not trusting him, puts him under 


oath, then feeds him his fill of red len- * 


til pottage. And off he goes, having 
‘despised his birthright.’” (“Hebrews 
Verse by Verse,” Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $3.75.) 

Esau reminds us of persons today who 
value temporal things above eternal 
ones. Many a son of godly parents has 
despised the salvation of God, and all 
that that salvation includes, after hear- 
ing of it from childhood. 

One such person when urged to 
choose Christ as his Lord and Saviour 
said, “No thanks; I can do better than 
that.” If death overtakes him while 
still maintaining that despiteful atti- 
tude of soul, he, too, will know what it 
is to cry “with a great and exceeding 
bitter cry”! ° 


+. 

“.. I have blessed him? yea, and he 
shall be blessed” (Gen. 27:33).—Al- 
though for the moment, Isaac was out- 


* (9)° 405 


witted by Rebecca, and deceived by 
Jacob, shall we not say that faith finally 
triumphed and dissipated the fog of 
confusion surrounding the incident? For 
Isaac ultimately realized that it was 
God’s purpose that Jacob should be 
blessed, and succinctly cries, “Yea, and 
he shall be blessed”! (In Heb. 11:20, 
he is definitely credited with granting 
the blessing “by faith.”) 

Now nothing could change Isaac's 
mind in relation to that blessing. Esau’s 
importunity and bitter tears were un- 
availing. Isaac did grant Esau a bless- 
ing in connection with his dwelling, 
sword, and yoke; but that was little 
compared to what Jacob received. 

It should be said here that God did 
not need the scheming of Rebecca, not 
the falsehoods of Jacob to accomplish 
His purpose. When Rebecca said, “Upon 
me be thy curse, my son” (v. 13), she 
thought she would only be parted from 
Jacob “a few days” (v. 44); whereas, 
she never saw him again, as far as the 
record goes. And Jacob had to suffer 
for his deception. Laban cheated him 
(Gen, 29:25) and his sons deceived him 
(Gen. 37:31-33). We reap what we sow 
(Gal, 6:7). 

We are often tested by small things. 
Two partners of a large, prosperous 
business were both childless. They de- 
cided to hire a poor boy, and give him 
every opportunity to advance rapidly, 
and ultimately have him become a part- 
ner, and the heir of the business. They 
found a boy they both liked. This boy 
was exceedingly bright, active, and in- 
dustrious. The partners agreed to give 
him six months’ trial before informing 
him of what was on their minds. 

The last week of the six months’ test 
arrived, when one morning the superin- 
tendent saw the boy slip something 
slyly into his pocket. He insisted on 
knowing what it was, and the boy con- 
fessed he had stolen a quarter of a dol- 
lar. He was dismissed and never 
learned how near he had been to a for- 
tune. He had sold the splendid posi- 
tion and prospect for a quarter of a 
dollar! Some are selling the Saviour 
for a mere trifle. 


“He that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen?” (1 John 4:20.) 
—As soon as Esau learned what Jacob 
had done; he decided to kill him when 
their father would die (Gen. 27:41). 
God overruled in the matter, and Esau 
failed to carry out his threat. We do 
not read of Esau’s claiming to love God; 
but there are people today who claim 
to love God and imply that because 
they love God, they must hate their 
brothers whom they classify as “here- 
tics.” Our memory text bluntly calls 
such persons “liars.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, biographies, as a rule, 

tell of the virtues and omit the ugly 
things in the lives of their subjects. 
But the Bible is a true record; there- 
fore, when it narrates a life story, it 
tells the bad as well as the good. It 
also records the inevitable punishment 
that follows as a result of the bad. 
Paul wrote the Galatians, “Be not de- 
ceived; God is not mocked: for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (6:7). 

In this.lesson today Esau is reaping 
the misery of a traded birthright. On 
a former occasion he had sold his birth- 
right to Jacob for a mess of pottage 
(Gen, 25:27-34). Many a fellow, for the 
gratification of his appetite has con- 
demned himself to failure and a big 
disappointment. Thus, Esau, when he 
came to his old father Isaac for his 
dying blessing, it was not ‘there. His 
brother Jacob had treacherously lied 
and deceived his father into bestowing 
the blessing upon him (Jacob), instead. 
In a later lesson we will see how Jacob 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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reaped his harvest, being deceived, not 
by one son, but by ten sons. 

The Prophet Hosea cries out in one 
of his orations, “For they have sown the 
wind, and they shall reap the whirl- 
wind” (8:7). The punishment usually 
rolls up like a snowball. 

Moses gave way to his temper at 
Meribah and strutted as he struck the 
rock, instead of giving God the glory 
in supplying water to the famishing Is- 
raelites. For that display he was de- 
nied the privilege of entering the Prom- 
ised Land, which had been his life goal. 

Peter wept bitterly with remorse be- 
cause he had denied his Lord at a time 
when he could have been a great com- 
fort to Him; and Judas hung himself 
after betraying Jesus, his best Friend. 

Esau and Jacob both suffered the con- 
sequences of their own sin and folly. 
Jacob sinned grievously in lying to 
his blind old father; and even though 
he was God’s chosen vessel in continu- 
ing the line of His anointed ones, cul- 
minating in the birth of our Saviour, 
yet he received his punishment in this 
life. Moses told the Israelites, “Be sure 
your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23) 
—and it is all toc true. You just can’t 
get away with it. 

God is so patient with sinners; and 
when they repent and confess, He saves 
them, but they suffer punishment in 
this life. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST Sunday we learned that all 
things were created by God the Son. 
Today’s question is, When Jesus was 
here on earth, was He recognized as the 
Creator? The answer is: “He was in 
the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not” 
(John 1:10). Let us study it silently 
a couple of minutes, then take turns 
Saying it. d 
Who will put our silhouettes up in tht 
right order? Correct: “Creation,” “The 
Fall,” “The Flood,” “Babel,” “Abraham,” 
“Tsaac.” 


Our lesson today is about Isaac’s sons, 
Jacob and Esau. They were twins, but 
Esau was a trifle older, so would get 
the birthright. 

Esau was fond of hunting, while Ja- 
cob preferred looking after the flocks 
and helping his mother in the tent. 
Read Genesis 25:27-34. Let us imagine 
something to make this story alive to 
us: “You’ve just cooked supper. Your 
brother comes in and says, “Give me 
some of that. I’m starved to death.” 
You say, “No, that’s for supper.” He 
says, “I can’t wait. I’ve got to have 
it now. I tell you, I’m starved.” If you 


give it to him, you'll have to cook some- 
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thing else for the family. Would you 
be pleased to give it to him? 

Jacob did not want to give his pot- 
tage to Esau unless he got something 
out of the deal. So he asked for some- 
thing big—the birthright. We cannot 
admire Jacob for making this the con- 
dition of giving his brother food, But 
we cannot admire Esau either. He cer- 
tainly was not so near death from star- . 
vation, or he couldn’t have eaten heart- 
ily, and then gone about his business. 
No doubt he was hungry and faint, 
but he made a great mistake: He 
sacrificed his future prospects for his 
present gratification. There are many 
people today like Esau. Everyone who 
takes a drink of liquor is harming his 
body and soul for the sake of present 
enjoyment. Everyone living for this 
world instead of for eternity is doing 
the same thing. 

In Genesis 27 we read of another time 
when Jacob got the better of his 
brother. This time it was at the insti- 
gation of his mother. Although God 
had told Rebekah before the boys were 
born that the younger would be greater 
than the elder, that did not excuse what 
she did. 

One day she overheard Isaac tell Esau 
to go hunting and bring him some veni- 
son. He said that he would give Esau 
his blessing that day, after he had eaten 
his venison. Rebekah knew that Jacob 
should have the blessing instead of Esau. 
But she made a grievous mistake. In- 
stead of praying and talking it over 
with Isaac, she counseled Jacob to get 
it by deceit. Isaac was almost blind, so 
Rebekah said that while Esau was gone, 
she would cook meat such as his father 
loved, and have Jacob take it to him. 
Then his father would give him the 
blessing thinking he was Esau. She had 
Jacob wear one of Esau’s suits, and she 
sewed goats’ hair strips for him to wear 
on his neck and wrists, so that if his 
father should feel him, he would seem 
hairy like Esau. This scheme worked, 
but with unhappy results. 

Read Genesis 27:30-41. So, because 
of Jacob’s getting the blessing, Esau 
hated him and planned to kill him as 
soon as his father Isaac was dead. 

When Rebekah hefrd this, she told 
Jacob to flee to her old home far away, 
and to stay there with her relatives 
till she sent him word that it was safe 
for him to come home again. But that 
message never came. Rebekah never 
saw her favorite son again on earth. 


Sometimes people say, “The end jus- 


tifies the means,” meaning that it is 
all right to do wrong, if you are doing 
it for a godd cause. When you hear 
that, remember this story. It was God’s 
plan that Jacob should have the bless- 
ing, but because Rebekah got it for 
him .in a deceitful way, the rest of her 
life was saddened. 


And ‘what about Jacob? He had to 
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Lesson for June 2 ; 


leave parents and home and all his pos- 
sessions, and go on foot a long lonely 
journey to relatives he had never seen. 
How he must have regretted that de- 
ceit, too! But on his first night away 
from home, as he lay on the ground 
alone in the dark, God spoke to him 
and promised that He would be with 
him, and would bring him back some 
day into his own land again. 





Note: The silhouette pictures used this 
quarter are 40c per set of 8 or 3 sets for $1. 
“The Creation” cards are 20c a dozen. Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Jacob Was Afraid 
(Gen. 27:41-43; 28:10-16) 
O YOU know some twins? Are they 
alike or different? There are twin 
brothers in the Bible. They did not 
look alike. One had hair on his body; 
one was smooth-skinned. One liked to 
spend all his time hunting; the other 
liked to stay home. One was Father's 
boy; the other was Mother’s boy. And 
I suspect they often quarreled! Do you 
know their names? 

How did Abraham and Isaac keep out 
of quarrels? Now comes a family that 
had quarrels! They are Isaac’s boys, 
too! And Abraham’s grandsons! How 
have you been getting along as peace- 
makers this week? From these Bible 
stories you will see which way works 
out best, whether you want to go Abra- 
ham and Isaac’s peacemaking way or 
Jacob and Esau’s quarreling way. And 
you can begin practicing on your 
brother or sister, or twin, if you have 
one. Did you read how Isaac got his 
wife—she who became the mother of 
the twins? Her name was ? 

How many of you are the oldest child 
in your family? Do you quarrel about 
a birthright? Well, that was the main 
trouble between Esau and Jacob. Lis- 
ten carefully! The oldest son in the 
family in those days became the head 
of the family when his father died, 
over all his brothers and their children 
and over the unmarried sisters. He re- 
ceived twice. as much of his father’s 
property as the others. He was the 
priest for the family in sacrifice and 
worship. And in this family there was 
a very special promise of God’s blessing 
and the blessing that was to come to all 
the world. ? 

Esau and Jacob were twins, but Esau 
was born first. So he should have the 
birthright. Or should he, if he did not 
really love God? Read this week the 





troubles they had about this, and see 
if you would like to be a brother or 
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sistér in that family: (1) Twin brothers, 
yet so different! Genesis 25:27, 28. (2) 
The younger tries to get the rights of 
the older, verses 29-34. (3) Why did 
this make trouble in the fafnily? 26: 
34, 35. (4) Stealing the birthright 
blessing, 27:1-29. (5) Vengeance is 
vowed, verses 30-41. (6) Good-by to 
home, verses 42-46; 28:1-5. (7) God 
was there! Verses 10-22. 

Right now we will skip over the 
troubles between the two, and see how 
they were feeling in Genesis 27:41. I 
am going to ask you questions. Can 
you find the answers? Verse 41: Why 
did Esau hate Jacob? When did he plan 
to kill Jacob? Verse 42: Who heard 
of Esau’s threat? Whom did she tell? 
Verse 43: Where did she want Jacob 
to go? Find the place on a map. Chap- 
ter 28:10: Where was the family liv- 
ing‘then? Locate it on a map. (That 
had been the place of an important well 
for both Abraham and Isaac as they 
made treaties of peace with their neigh- 
bors.) Verse 11: In what kind of place 
did Jacob spend the night? Find Luz 
or Bethel on a map. Verse 12: What 
did Jacob see in a dream? Verses 13-15: 
Find seven promises God made to him. 
(List them in brief form on the black- 
board.) Verse 16: What surprised 
Jacob? , ; 

After all the mean things Jacob did 
to his brother and father, isn’t it sur- 
prising that God should give him all 
the good promises? Esau despised the 
things of God—he married heathen 
wives. Jacob wanted God’s promises, 
though he tried to get them in wrong 
ways. Isn’t it wonderful for Jacob— 
and for you and me—that God is will- 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 404) 

1. Besides being his wife, she was his 
second cousin. 

2. (1) Esau was swarthy and hairy, 
while Jacob was smooth; (2) Esau was 
a man of the field, while Jacob was a 
homebody. 

3. Favoritism—Isaac’s for Esau and 
Rebekah’s for Jacob. 

4. (1) Deceit; (2) eating. 

5. The only suggestions of more chil- 
dren are in Genesis 27:29, 37, which may 
have wider reference. 

6. The birthright and the blessing (v. 
36). 

7. He was old and thought he might 
soon die (v. 2), although he lived for 
over twenty years. 

8. His voice (v. 22). 

9. The kidgkins on neck and hands, 
along with Esau’s clothes (vs. 23, 27). 

10. He bitterly blamed Jacob, but had 
no confession of his own sin, 

Etmuurst, ILL, 
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ing to forgive; that He sent us the Sav- 


* jour through Jacob’s family to pay for 


Jacob’s sins and ours? Two of God's 
promises to Jacob He makes to us, too, 
if we belong to Him. Which two? [God 
said,] “Behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither thou 
goest” (Gen. 28:15, Memory Verse). He 
will help to keep you from quarreling, 
too! 
Orono, MAINE. 
+ 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HEATING is a dreadful sin. God 

always hates cheating. It is bad 
enough to cheat in school—to cheat by 
copying somebody else’s paper during 
a test, to cheat by borrowing someone 
else’s homework and copying it. For 
the Christian to do such a thing is al- 
most inexcusable. And because God is 
present everywhere and at all times, 
He knows every time anyone cheats. 
And the cheater is punished, you may 
be sure. 

Cheating is not a new thing. It has 
been done since the very beginning of 
time. Brothers who lived in the long 
ago.were as guilty of cheating—cheating 
each other—as people today are guilty 
of cheating. Last week we learned 
about Isaac. Today we learn about 
Isaac’s twin sons, Jacob and Esau. Esau 
had been the first twin to be born—just 
a little before Jacob. It was the custom 
in those days for the oldest son to have 
special privileges from his father, These 
privileges were known as the birthright. 
This meant (1) The right to a double 
share of the father’s wealth when the 
father died. (2) The right to be the 
family priest after the father’s death. 
(That means that instead of the women 
or children of the family praying di- 
rectly to God, the father or the oldest 
son who had the birthright—after the 
father’s death—did the praying for the 
family.) (See note No. 4 on this sub- 
ject on page 40 of the Pilgrim edition 
of the Bible.) 

A man, to be a priest of the family, 
had to be a man who loved God very 
much. He had to believe God. He had 
to love God more than anything else 
in all the world. You would suppose 
that because Esau knew that the birth- 
right was his, he would have been that 
kind’ of man. But one day when he 
came home from hunting, he was hun- 
gry and tired. When he smelled the 
supper that his brother Jacob was cook- 
ing, he wanted some of it at once. He 
could not wait to cook his own meal. 
You would think that Jacob would have 
gladly shared his meal with his brother 
Esau. Brothers should be sharers. But 
Jacob was a cheat. So when Esau asked 
for some supper, Jacob said, “I'll give 
you some supper if you'll give me your 
birthright.” Esau, being ravenously 
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hungry, cried: “I’m so hungry I’m go- 
ing to die! If I die, what good will it 
do me even if I do have the birthright?” 
And right there and then, rather than 
being a man after God’s own heart, 
Esau sold his birthright in exchange 
for his supper! 

Now God would have seen to it, since 
Esau did not love him devotedly, that 
the birthright would have been trans- 
ferred to Jacob who really did love Him. 
But Jacob cheated to get it. This, how- 
ever, was not the last time that Jacob 
cheated. Later, when his father Isaac 
was old and nearly blind, he called his 
older son Esau and asked him to kill 
a deer and make a good meal for him. 
“Then,” he said, “we will eat the meal 
together and I will put my blessing 
upon you.” That meant that Isaac was 
going to give the birthright to his son 
Esau. Apparently he did not know that 
Esau had sold it to his brother Jacob, 
nor did Esau tell his father what he 
had done. Instead, he went out to kill 
the deer as his father had commanded. 

When the mother of Esau and Jacob 
learned what was about to happen,*and 
because she had a special love for Ja- 
cob, she told him to hurry: out and get 
two baby goats. “I’ll fix those to taste 
the way your father loves them. You 
can take them to him and, because he 
doesn’t see well, he will give the bless- 
ing to you that he now plans to give 
to Esau,” his mother said. Imagine that! 
Jacob’s mother was also a_ cheat! 
Perhaps Jacob did not want to do this. 
He would have been courageous to dis- 
obey his mother, for it would have been 
better to disobey her than to cheat. 
God should have been first in his life. 
Jacob told his father four lies (for one 
sin always leads to another). 

Sin must be punished. So, because 
Esau (when he learned what his brother 
had done) threatened to kill Jacob, 
Jacob had to leave home—never to see 
his mother again. How lonely and mis- 
erable he was! But, because God knew 
his heart—knew that he was sorry for 
his sin, knew that he truly wanted to 
serve Him—God spoke to him in a 
dream and promised him forgiveness 
and great blessing. 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Hate Turns Life Into Hell.—He that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen? (1 John 4:20b, Golden 
Text.) Many years ago I visited an 
old man on his deathbed. He was a 
man whom nobody liked—hard, sullen, 


» and dour. 
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If you met him on the street 
and wished him “Good day,” he would 
keep his eyes straight in front of him, 
grunt sulkily, and pass on. He spoke 
to nobody, and made it perfectly plain 
that he wished nobody to speak to him. 
In his youth a companion had done him 
a grievous injury. “I'll remember it,” 
he had hissed, “to my dying day!” And 
he did. But when his dying day actually 
came, he realized that the rankling 
memory of that youthful wrong had 
soured and darkened his whole life. 
“I've gone over it every morning,” he 
moaned, .“and I’ve thought of it every 
night. I’ve cursed him a hundred times 
each day. I see now that my curses 
have eaten out my soul. My hate has 
hurt nobody but myself. God knows 
it’s turned my life into hell!” It was 
true. Hatred sours and embitters the 
whole life. It is well to forgive and 
forget—From “Drums of Dawn,” by Dr. 
F,. W. Boreham. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Nature’s Law—or God’s.— Savoury 
meat (Gen. 27:31). A number of min- 
isters were dining together after an 
ordination. One of them seemed unduly 
attentive to the good things before him. 
He met with the approval of the host, 
who said, “That’s right! To take care 
of self is the first law of nature!” “Yes, 
sir,” said an older minister, “but to deny 
oneself is the first law of-grace.” Self- 
control or temperance in all things is 
God’s law.—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Booth, Eastbourne, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 

Tears, Late and False.—He cried with 
a great and exceeding bitter cry .... 
(Gen. 27:34). Why did he not rather weep 
to his brother for the pottage than to 
Isaac for a blessing? If he had not sold, 
he had not needed now to buy. It is 
just with God to deny us those favors 
which we were careless in keeping and 
which we undervalued in enjoying. 
How happy a thing is it to know the 
seasons of grace and not to neglect 
them! How desperate to have known 
and neglectéd them! Those tears are 
both late and false—From the Biblical 


Illustrator. Sent by the Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. 
India. 

Misleading Advertisements.—And he 


said, Thy brother came with subtilty, 
and hath taken away thy blessing (Gen. 
27:35). Today those who make and 
sell liquor spend millions to get non- 
drinkers to drink, and they use deceit 
in the effort. One giant billboard ad- 
vertising beer portrayed George Wash- 
ington and Abraham Lincoln, and be- 
tween them a huge bottle of beer: The 
headline read, “Three Great Leaders.” 
That was an insult to thé memory of 
two great men. It was misleading, too, 
for Lincoln, so far from being a man 
to associate with the idea of liquor 
drinking, said this, “The liquor traffic 
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has defenders but no defense.” It is 
misleading, too, for liquor advertise- 
ments to show well-dressed people, in 
beautiful surroundings, taking their 
cocktails. They never show the morn- 
ing hangover, the quarrels in the home, 
or the drunkard in the gutter that are 
results of drink. One Sunday school 
teacher collected some attractive liquor 


\ads and put over them the words, “As 


the Liquor Dealer Tells It.” Then be- 
side that she put the heading, “As It 
Actually Is,” and beneath that pinned 
pictures of drunken sots, wrecked cars, 
and clippings about crime caused by 
liquor. Don’t let the liquor advertising 
mislead you. It is still true that “wine 
is a mocker, strong drink is raging: 
and whosoever is deceived thereby is 
not wise.”"—From J. Edwin Harris, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Of Greater Value.—He took away my 
birthright (Gen. 27:36). Someone has 
illustrated, with a modern parable, the 
value of a soul, in this striking manner: 
A householder took a trip into a far 
country and left with his servant a 
child and the child’s clothes. After a 
while he returned and the servant said 
to him: “Sir, here are all the child’s 
clothes. They are in excellent condi- 
tion—clean and mended and pressed. 
But as for the child, I know not where 
it is.” So in the last day someone will 
say: “Lord, here is my body. I have 
neglected nothing that belongs to it. 
It is strong and well and beautiful. 
But as for my soul, I have lost it.” What 
doth it profit us, this body healthy and 
strong, if we lose our soul? Our souls 
are priceless, yyet we are selling out, 
many of us, for a mere mess of pottage. 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs, M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Blessing for All.—And Esau said unto 
his father, Hast thou but one blessing, 
my father? bless me, even me also, O 
my father (Gen. 27:38). Jacob had 
cheated Esau out of his father’s bless- 
ing. Isaac was blind and thought he 
had blessed Esau. As a Christian fam- 
ily we should know that our Heavenly 
Father has a blessing for all his chil- 
dren. Sometimes, in a family, some of 
the members seem to think that they 
are the ones to be blessed above all 
others. The son or daughter may wish 
to use the family car to the exclusion 
of the other members of the family. 
Some one member may wish the newest 
and most expensive clothes. As a mem- 
ber of a family, we must remember the 
cry of Esau, “Bless me, too, my father.” 
In the family of nations we must know 
that God has more than one blessing. 
“Bless me, too, my Father,” is asked of 
God by all races.——From an old scrap- 
book. Sent by Mrs. A. E., Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


e 
Under Control.—And Esau hated Ja- 
cob because of the blessing wherewith 
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his father blessed him: and Esau said 

. then will I slay my brother Jacob 
(Gen. 27:41). An essayist once declared 
that a person without a temper was 
severely handicapped in the battle of 
life. We think we have many people 
who have al] the temper they need. No 
doubt what we all need is not less tem- 
per but to have it under control. John 
once called for fire from Heaven to 
consume the Samaritans, yet in later 
years he became the disciple of love. 
Paul, who once breathed out threaten- 
ings and slaughter, became gentle and 
kind. Peter was ready with the sword, 
but at last patience calmed him. Esau 
threatened to slay Jacob, but when he 
met him after many years, “Esau ran 
to meet him [Jacob], and -embraced 
him, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him: and they wept” (Gen. 33:4).— 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New —_ Woman's Christian 
Temperance Uni: 

Alcohol and War.—There are some 
things today of which we should be 
afraid. Among them are beer, wine, 
and whiskey in any form. Almost any- 
one is afraid of war, but it has been 
shown that in one year, 1954, the con- 
sumption of alcoholic drinks resulted 
in the death and injury of approxi- 
mately as many people in our nation 
as were killed and injured abroad in 
the American Armed Forces during the 
four years of World War II.— ‘World 
Almanac. 


Can America Survive?—Ships, planes, 
and trains belong to our civilization. 
If we let the liquor traffic take them 
over, then the liquor traffic is running 
our nation. Congressmen are concerned 
over the drinking in airplanes. Several 
bills have been introduced which, if 
they could become law, would prohibit 


the sale and service of alcoholic liquors ~ 


on airplanes. We can help get such a 
law by encouraging our Congressmen 
to support the Lane Bill, H.R. 301; Wil- 
liams Bill, H.R. 1009; and the Elliot Bill, 
H.R, 1111, all of which would prohibit 
liquor on airplanes in flight. 


Dr. Andrew C. Ivy, of the University 


of Chicago, says: “If the increase of’ 


the ravages of alcohol in our country 
is to be halted and reversed, the pulpit 
and Sunday school must be reconse- 
crated to a militant doctrine of absti- 


‘nence.” 


Sixty-five per cent of the people of 
Kentucky live in dry territory under 
local option, according to the director 
of the Temperance League of that state. 
It takes men, consecration, and money 
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to promote and win a local option cam- 
paign, but it pays.to vote liquor out of 
your community. 


“The shortest line between life and 
death is the walk between the bar and 
the car,” said columnist Walter Win- 
chell, 


Only a privilege permits the sale of 
liquor. The liquor business, under the 
decisions of the United States Supreme 
Court, exercises a mere privilege for 
which it pays’ a license fee to the state. 
Much of the present-day demand for 
liquor in the United States is the re- 
sult of modern advertising over the air 
and in the papers. Two bills are in 
Congress that could prevent liquor ad- 
vertising over the air. One is the 
Langer Bill, S. 582, and the other its 
companion the Siler Bill, H.R. 4835. 


The World Health Organization, 
through one of its directors, Dr. E, M. 
Jellinek, formerly of Yale, _ startled 
the world recently by its Report on 
Alcoholism, which carried the following 
statement: 

“The death rate, crime rate, acci- 
dent rate in a given community varies 
according to the average alcoho] con- 
sumption; and, when alcoholism de- 
creases, so do the death, crime, and ac- 
cident rates. Relaxation of restrictions 
on alcoho] is followed by a rise in com- 
mitments te asylums, hospitalizations, 
and delinquency.” Dr. Jellinek has net 
always made so positive a statement. 


Television and the Brewers.—Tele- 
vision has offered the brewers a unique 
advantage. It has opened a vast new 
market almost untapped—the American 
home.—The Reader’s Digest. 


Children at Home 
Gifts for Mother 


A true story 
By Doris Tilton Sampson 


<4 OMORROW is Mother’s Day,” 
seven-year-old Nancy reminded 
her little brother. 

Jarvy was only four and paid little 
attention to the coming of special days 
—except Christmas and his birthday. 

“What are you going to get her?” 
Nancy asked. 

“I gotta dime,” Jarvy said proudly. 
“Maybe Daddy will take us to town 
when he comes home this afternoon, 
and I can look for something at the 
dime store.” 

‘Nancy sighed. “I don’t have any 
money to buy anything, but I want to 
give her something.” 

Jarvy went on playing with his little 
trucks in the sand pile, but Nancy 
walked thoughtfully into the house. 

Mother was busy in the kitchen. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
“America’s Foremost Revival Weekly” 


Regular price $2.50 
($3.00 in Canada and 
foreign countries) 


Edited by Evangelist, Author 
DR. JOHN R. RICE 


Subscribe now! For this ad, plus $1.50 
($2.00 outside U.S.A.) you'll receive 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD each week 
for a full year. 


Three sermons a week by 
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Pastors and Christian Workers 
here are tracts you need. God is blessing them. For 
samples write, CALVARY CRUSADE, 3301 13th 
Avenue, Columbus, Ga. » 








Negro Christians respond to Bible teaching, 
bringing glory to God. 

Please help this work by prayer and interest. 
Free Bible lessons are sent by mail to needy 
colored people. 

CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
' Box 3, Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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“Why are you so sad, dear?” she 
asked. “What’s the matter?” 

“Oh, nothing,” Nancy answered; “not 


much anyway.” 

Nancy just could not miss the oppor- 
tunity of surprising Mother and making 
her happy on gift days. 

Going slowly to the sewing room, she 
found the bright-colored mending bas- 
ket where Mother kept odds and ends 
of material left from her sewing. Rum- 
maging through it, she found a piece 


of new, white cloth. Nancy held it in 


her hands for a moment, smoothing its 
coarse texture, her brown eyes puzzled. 
Then, suddenly, she smiled. 

“I know what I'll do,” she said fo 
herself. “I'll make Mother a fancy 
hanky—she needs one.’ 

Taking the scissors, she cut off a 
small square, and put it in her pocket. 
She slipped quietly up the stairs to her 
Own room and sat down on her cedar 
chest by the window. Nancy took the 
lid off her own dainty blue sewing box, 
and carefully chose embroidery floss of 
the prettiest colors. 

For two hours or more, Nancy worked 
steadily, her head bent low over her 
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stitching and her face aglow with hap- 
piness. Doing things to make Mother 
happy always made her happy, too. 


“Nancy!” Jarvy came shouting up the 


stairs. “Nancy, where are you? Daddy’s 
home and he’s going to town. Donny 
and Jodell are here, too.” 

Nancy quickly hid her piece of work 
in her mending box, and jumped up. 

“Coming. I’m ready.” 

As soon as Daddy parked the car, all 
four children jumped out and ran to the 
dime store. They went from one 
counter to another, looking at writing 
paper, pictures to hang on the wall, 
combs, powder, and perfume. 

The tiny, sparkling bottles of perfume 
caught Jarvy’s eye. 

“Guess I’ll get one of these,” he said. 
“Mother would like one, I know.” 

Back in the car once more, and on 
the way home, Jodell leaned over the 
front seat where Jarvy and Donny were 
sitting, and said, “Take the top off so 
I can smell it, will you, Jarvy?” 

Jarvy unscrewed the top and held it 
up. Donny wanting to smell it, too, 
climbed up on his knees in the seat. 
He didn’t mean to do it, but his head 
hit the bottle. 

“Oh!” Jodell cried. 
you made me do!” 

Perfume ran all over Donny’s head 
as the empty bottle fell to the seat. 

“Why can’t you ever sit still?” Jodell 
scolded. 

Jarvy kept back his tears until he 
reached home. Then he slid quickly 
out of the car with the empty bottle 
in his little hand and ran into the house. 
Mother looked up from the pan of po- 
tatoes she was peeling. 

“What’s the matter, dear?” she asked. 
Jarvy went on through the kitchen and 
into the bedroom. The other children 
came bursting in behind him and told 
Mother the whole sad story. Drying her 
hands, she quickly found Jarvy. He 
was sitting on the edge of his bed. Big 
tears were running down his cheeks. 

“Don’t cry,” Mother said, kneeling 
down beside him. “I needed a sachet 
bag to put with my hankies, and this 
sweet-smelling, pretty little bottle will 
be just lovely.” 

“I feel terrible,” Jarvy said, trying to 
choke back his tears. 

Next morning there were two tiny, 
carefully wrapped’ packages lying by 
Mother’s plate at breakfast. She 
brushed back the tears as she smiled 
and unwrapped them. 

“These are the nicest gifts I ever re- 
ceived on Mother’s Day,” she said. She 
placed a kiss on the cheek of each one 
of her happy children. “Thank you 
very much.” 

Months later Mother laid the little 
unhemmed, embroidered hanky and the 
empty perfume bottle away in her box 
of treasures. 

Yor«snire, N. Y. 


“Now see what 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The Beckwith Bible Art Chart. By 
George D. Beckwith, Ph.B., Litt.D. 
(May be had from the author, Box 93, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., $1.) Dr. Beckwith 
sets forth graphically the history of the 
world, from eternity to eternity, in this 
colored: chart, 35 by 15 inches. (There 
are other styles at different prices.) 
This is suitable for display in a not- 
too-large Bible class or other group. 
The seven dispensations are shown, as 
well as promises to the Jews, world 
powers, judgments, crowns; and details 
of the Church Age, Rapture, Tribula- 
tion, Revelation of Christ, and the Mil- 
lennium. The activities of Satan and 
places of the dead are also shown. All 
are supperted by Scripture references. 
Some chronology is also given. 


Plenty, Priscilla. By Helen R. Mann. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rap- 
ids 3, Mich., $3.) Imagination wed to igno- 
rance can be a disastrous combination. 
And when it begets witch hunting, no 
one is safe. In 1690, in the Salem Farms, 
near Salem, Mass., half a dozen girls 
and an Indian servant in the household 
of the. Rev. Samuel Parris went into 
fits, played various queer pranks, and 
accused several persons of having be- 
witched them. This started a panic that 
lasted through the greater part of the 
year 1692 and resulted in the hanging 
of nineteen persons. It was into this 
scene that circumstance thrust the Rev. 
Joseph Capen, pastor of the congrega- 
tion at Topfield, Mass., and Priscilla 
Appleton, comely daughter of one of 
nearby Ipswich’s wealthiest and noblest 
citizens. The joys and tribulations of 
young love, and ambitious Priscilla’s 
difficulties as she takes her place in the 
town as the pastor’s wife are details 
supplied by the author’s fancy against 
a background of historical fact. Witch- 
craft, however, is not the principal 
problem presented in this novel; for in 
this, as in most novels with a Christian 
background, there is a problem of the 
soul. It was Priscilla’s love for mate- 
rial things that at first kept her from 
making her confession and joining the 
church, and that same materialism 
drove another of the congregation to 
theft. The author has not produced a 
rosy picture that will make a twentieth- 
century Christian long for the “good old 
days,” but an intriguing and realistic 
story that will make him realize that 
every era has its own religious as well 
as political and social problems. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 2 


1. Slaves to Appetite 
(Heb. 4:15, 16) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE over-all topic, “Watch Your 

Step,” is applied to this week’s topic 
and the three that follow. They deal 
with appetite, the cost of Christian liv- 
ing, the peril of taking a chance with 
sin, and double-mindedness. 


The word “appetite” in this week’s 
topic will doubtless suggest to us first 
the thought of food. However, it has a 
far wider application. Its primary 


meaning, according to Webster, is “an 
inherent or habitual desire or pro- 
pensity for some personal gratification, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


either of the body or mind; craving.” It 
will be seen, therefore, that appetite 
includes such things as the desire for 
praise, the desire to be noticed, the de- 
sire to.be loved and appreciated, the de- 
sire for companionship, the desire for 
physical pleasure, the desire for power, 
and many other things. 


Now we should understand that many 
of these desires are, in themselves, good. 
They have been implanted in us by an 
ail-wise, loving Creator. The desire for 
fellowship and the desire to be loved 
and appreciated are elements that bind 
us together in human families and in 
communities and nations. In the very 
beginning, God recognized this desire 
when He said, “It is not good that man 
should be alone” (Gen. 2:18), and He, 
therefore, prepared a companion for 
him and laid the foundation for the 
family life through which such desires 
might properly be gratified. 

3 

The desire for food and drink is nor- 
mal. Those who have lost their sense 
of taste have learned that eating and 
drinking can become very dull and un- 
pleasant. The hunger for food and the 
pleasure enjoyed in satisfying that hun- 
ger prompt us to eat and drink regu- 
larly and is therefore a means toward 
promoting health and physical strength 
and growth. 

ve 


The danger to be guarded against, so 
far as rightful appetites of any kind are 
concerned, is the danger of satisfying 
them in the wrong way, or becoming 
slaves to them, as our topic suggests. 
Man was created to be in control of 
every faculty and desire of his mind 
and body and to be subject only to God 
through the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. He has no right to turn over 
the controls to any thing or person but 
God. When we permit any other person 
or thing to occupy the throne in our 
lives, it is wrong, no matter how good 
that person or thing may be. 

ve 

It is for that reason that Paul urges 
us to present, or yield, our bodies, all 
that we are and have, to God as a living 
sacrifice (Rom. 12:1, 2)—not to copy 
the ways of those who do not know 
Christ, but to be controlled by His 
“good, and acceptable, and perfect will.” 
Paul gives his own testimony along 
similar lines when he says, “I keep un- 
der my body, and bring it into subjec- 
tion” (1 Cor. 9:27). In other words, 
Paul did not permit even his good and 
normal and right appetites to rule him, 
but he exercised self-control] over them 
under the direction of God. 


The Scripture portion for our topic 
this week brings us the comforting as- 
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surance that God has not left us to our- 
selves or to our own Strength or will 
power in this life, to battle against 
rightful appetites that may get out of 


- hand or against wrong appetites that 


may attack us. The Lord Jesus came 
down to this earth, not only to die that 
we might be saved from the penalty of 
our sins, but He also came to show us 
how we might live acceptably to God. 
He had a body just like ours, and He 
met temptation in every part of His 
nature just as we must meet it. He 
not only knows our weak points better 
than we know them ourselves, but He . 
is instantly available to help us “in time 
of need” or, as we may paraphrase it, 
“in the nick of time.” He is able to give 
us guidance and also to supply grace 
and strength to help us when our de- 
sires would overwhelm us. But He asks 
us to come “boldly,” or with confidence, 
to Him, as our “way of escape” (1 Cor. 
10:13). Are you doing this daily and 
whenever temptation strikes? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








412 


* 


(16) 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 27 to June 2 


Mon., May 27.—Gen. 25:27-34. 
Cherish Your Birthright! 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He sold his 
birthright.” Esau lost what never could 
be regained. Although he sought to 
recover it carefully and with tears, it 
was lost to him’ forever. Thus he be- 
comes a warning to all of us not to lose 
what God wants us to have as our in- 
heritance forever. Fleshly gratification, 
which is but for a moment, may cost 
our souls untold spiritual blessing (see 
Heb, 12:16, 17). Many professing Chris- 
tians are in danger of losing blessings 
God wills to bestow upon them (see 1 
Cor. 3:15). He that will not while he 
may, may not when he would. Pray 
for the Spirit of God to awaken the 
careless souls in your community. 


Tues., May 28.—Gen. 27:1-10. 
A Mother Plays Favorites. 


PRAYER SuccEstTions: “Now therefore, 
my son, obey my voice according to 


that which I command thee.” Isaac’s 
particular love for Esau, and Rebekah’s 
special love for Jacob proved costly to 
all of them. However, it did not in 
any way thwart the purpose of God to 
bless Jacob and not Esau. Let it be 
considered by everyone that “we can 
do nothing against the .truth, but for 
the truth.” Favoritism divides families. 
Doting parents, divided in affection 
toward their children, pay dearly for 
their doubtful pleasure. Pray that God’s 
elderly people of your acquaintance 
may experience Psalm 92:14, 15. 


Wed., May 29.—Gen. 27:18-26. 
A Father’s Trust Betrayed. 


PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Art thou my 
very son Esau? And he said, I am.” 
Cheater Jacob fooled himself while de- 
ceiving his father. Sin always back- 
fires and hurts the sinner more than 
others. Jacob got plenty of opportunity 
to sip the gall of ingratitude before he 
finished his days on earth. The mem- 
ory of tricking his father when he was 
about to make his last will and testa- 
ment never faded from Jacob’s con- 
seiousness (see 32:1-27). The “sup- 
planter” had many occasions to recall 
the unworthy part of his history. Do 
you likewise have painful remem- 
brances? If so, I trust that you have 
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the forgiveness of your gracious Lord, 
Pray for Youth for Christ International, 


Thurs., May 30.—Gen. 27:27-29, 38-40. 
A Father’s Blessing. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I .. have 
blessed him? yea, and he shall be 
blessed” (v. 33). Esau had been wick- 
edly defrauded by Jacob, and it amazed 
and angered him. Isaac had been thor- 
oughly deceived, but the Lord made it 
clear to him that a divine purpose was 
to be accomplished by the whole dis- 
tressing transaction. The blessing pro- 
nounced was to have a marvelous ful- 
fillment, particularly in the Iatter days 
of Jacob’s descendants. Trust God to 
work out for you, Christian, the un- 
happy experiences of life. Man pro- 
poses, but God manages all. Pray for 
your nation, 
Fri., May 31 —Gen. 27:30-37, 41a. 
A Brother’s Hatred. 
PRAYER SucGEsTIons: “Esau hated Ja- 
cob because of the blessing wherewith 
his father blessed him.” That hatred 
flares' up in Esau’s descendants. Esau 
was the progenitor of the Arabs, and 
the spiritual father of the Mohamme- 
dans. Their hatred at this time is 
known well to the whole world. Esau 
married an Egyptian, and little love 
toward Israel appears among his de- 
scendants. Pray for the welfare of Is- 
rael in these days of national and inter- 
national tensions. 
Sat., June 1.—Gen. 28:1-5. 
An Undeserved Blessing. 
PRAYER Succestions: “God Almighty 
bless thee.” God’s blessings are all of 
grace. If any of us got our real de- 
serts, we would all be in perdition. In 
these days when sin is considered only 
as a weakness and mistake, we need a 
new glimpse of the holiness of God. 
Isaiah’s vision (Isa, 6:1) and Job’s sight 
of God (Job 42:1-6) and St. John’s 
sight of Christ (Rev. 1:17) are needed 
by all of us today. If we lived more in 
Revelation, chapters 4 and 5, we would 
be more humble, reverent, and pur- 
poseful. Pray for Dr. Billy Graham’s 
meetings in New York City. 


* Sun., June 2.—1 John 4:14-21. 


Love Your Brother. 
PRAYER SvuGcGESTIONS: “And this 
commandment have we from him, 
That he who loveth God love his 
brother also.” We are under holy 
bonds to do good to all men, but 
especially to them who are of the 
household of faith. All whom God 
accepts among men are members of 
the body of Christ, to which I, by 
grace, belong. Never let us say or do 
anything that may offend a brother 
or sister in Christ, or hinder anyone 
from receiving God’s Word or honor- 
ing those to whom honor is due. 
Honor all men, love the brotherhood, 
and obey rulers. Pray for all minis- 
ters of Christ. 
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